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Beginning with the birth of the Cherokee patriarch Major Ridge in the 1770’s, Thurman Wilkins tells the
events that led to the Trail of Tears, through the eyes of the illustrious Ridge family. Major Ridge and his
Connecticut-educated son John were willing to abandon the rich tribal homelands in North Carolina,
Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia and emigrate west to the Indian Territory to escape the white invaders.

During the decades of fruitless negotiations that culminated in the infamous Treaty of New Echota, Georgia,
in 1835, the Ridges and their relatives Elias Boudinot and Stand Watie became persuaded that further
protests by the Cherokees would lead only to their annihilation at the hands of the whites. The pro-treaty
Ridge faction was opposed by fiery John Ross, the leader of the majority National Party, who wanted to stay
and fight in the Southeast against all odds.

In this revised edition of his great work, Thurman Wilkins addresses the new scholarship of the past fifteen
years and reconsiders the important questions raised by Cherokee history aficionados: Were Major Ridge
and John Ridge paid off by the United States for their support of removal? If not, how did these Cherokee
patriots come to change their minds about emigrating west? Was Chief John Ross a hero or a villain?

Since Cherokee Tragedy was first published in 1970, it has been valued as a penetrating social and political
history of neither the whole Cherokee Nation-nor just the Ridge family- from the last quarter of the
eighteenth century to the 1838 Trail of Tears and the subsequent “execution” of the Ridges in Indian
Territory.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Fleischmann:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question
since just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Cherokee Tragedy: The Ridge Family and
the Decimation of a People (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) to read.

Sarah Brumfield:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Cherokee Tragedy: The Ridge Family and the
Decimation of a People (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) book because book offers you rich
data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Robert Auclair:

The guide with title Cherokee Tragedy: The Ridge Family and the Decimation of a People (The Civilization
of the American Indian Series) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Danielle Burdette:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Cherokee Tragedy: The Ridge Family
and the Decimation of a People (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Cherokee Tragedy: The Ridge Family and the Decimation
of a People (The Civilization of the American Indian Series).
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