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Michèle Lamont takes us into the world inhabited by working-class men--the world as they understand it.
Interviewing black and white working-class men who, because they are not college graduates, have limited
access to high-paying jobs and other social benefits, she constructs a revealing portrait of how they see
themselves and the rest of society.

Morality is at the center of these workers' worlds. They find their identity and self-worth in their ability to
discipline themselves and conduct responsible but caring lives. These moral standards function as an
alternative to economic definitions of success, offering them a way to maintain dignity in an out-of-reach
American dreamland. But these standards also enable them to draw class boundaries toward the poor and, to
a lesser extent, the upper half. Workers also draw rigid racial boundaries, with white workers placing
emphasis on the "disciplined self" and blacks on the "caring self." Whites thereby often construe blacks as
morally inferior because they are lazy, while blacks depict whites as domineering, uncaring, and overly
disciplined.

This book also opens up a wider perspective by examining American workers in comparison with French
workers, who take the poor as "part of us" and are far less critical of blacks than they are of upper-middle-
class people and immigrants. By singling out different "moral offenders" in the two societies, workers reveal
contrasting definitions of "cultural membership" that help us understand and challenge the forms of
inequality found in both societies.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Dolly:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Dignity of Working Men: Morality
and the Boundaries of Race, Class, and Immigration book because book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Dorothy Bernstein:

The Dignity of Working Men: Morality and the Boundaries of Race, Class, and Immigration can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Dignity of Working Men: Morality and the Boundaries of Race, Class, and
Immigration nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Sharon Garon:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find guide that need more time to be read. The Dignity of Working Men: Morality and the Boundaries of
Race, Class, and Immigration can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short
time problems.

Ryan Strausbaugh:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the The Dignity of Working Men: Morality and the Boundaries of Race, Class, and Immigration when
you desired it?
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