
A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in
Historical Perspective

Renee Levine Melammed

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0195170717
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0195170717
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0195170717


A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical
Perspective

Renee Levine Melammed

A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective Renee Levine Melammed
In 1391 many of the Jews of Spain were forced to convert to Christianity, creating a new group whose
members would be continually seeking a niche for themselves in society. The question of identity was to
play a central role in the lives of these and later converts whether of Spanish or Portuguese heritage, for they
could not return to Judaism as long as they remained on the Peninsula, and their place in the Christian world
would never be secure. This book considers the history of the Iberian conversos-both those who remained in
Spain and Portugal and those who emigrated. Wherever they resided the question of identity was
inescapable. The exile who chose France or England, where Jews could not legally reside, was faced with
different considerations and options than the converso who chose Holland, a newly formed Protestant
country where Jews had not previously resided. Choosing Italy entailed a completely different set of options
and dilemmas. Renée Levine Melammed compares and contrasts the lives of the New Christians of the
Iberian Peninsula with those of these countries and the development of their identity and sense of ethnic
solidarity with "those of the Nation." Exploring the knotty problem of identity she examines a great variety
of individual choices and behaviors. Some conversos tried to be sincere Catholics and were not allowed to do
so. Others tried but failed either theologically or culturally. While many eventually opted to form Jewish
communities outside the Peninsula, others were unable to make a total commitment to Judaism and became
"cultural commuters" who could and did move back and forth between two worlds whereas others had
"fuzzy" or attenuated Jewish identities. In addition, the encounter with modernity by the descendants of
conversos is examined in three communities, Majorca, Belmonte (Portugal) and the Southwestern United
States, revealing that even today the question of identity is still a pressing issue. Offering the only broad
historical survey of this fascinating and complex group of migrants, this book will appeal to a wide range of
academic and general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Fischer:

The feeling that you get from A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective will be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical
Perspective giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that
A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective instantly.

Calvin Cline:

This A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective are usually reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this A Question of Identity: Iberian
Conversos in Historical Perspective can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in
Historical Perspective giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout
of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Santos Conrad:

The reason? Because this A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you
I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

David Furtado:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in
Historical Perspective or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students



especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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