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Herman Melville and Nathaniel Hawthorne met in 1850 and enjoyed for sixteen months an intense but brief
friendship. Taking advantage of new interpretive tools such as queer theory, globalist studies, political and
social ideology, marketplace analysis, psychoanalytical and philosophical applications to literature,
masculinist theory, and critical studies of race, the twelve essays in this book focus on a number of
provocative personal, professional, and literary ambiguities existing between the two writers.

Jana L. Argersinger and Leland S. Person introduce the volume with a lively summary of the known
biographical facts of the two writers' relationship and an overview of the relevant scholarship to date. Some
of the essays that follow broach the possibility of sexual dimensions to the relationship, a question that
"looms like a grand hooded phantom" over the field of Melville-Hawthorne studies. Questions of influence--
Hawthorne's on Moby-Dick and Pierre and Melville's on The Blithedale Romance, to mention only the most
obvious instances--are also discussed. Other topics covered include professional competitiveness; Melville s
search for a father figure; masculine ambivalence in the marketplace; and political-literary aspects of
nationalism, transcendentalism, race, and other defining issues of Hawthorne and Melville's times.

Roughly half of the essays focus on biographical issues; the others take literary perspectives. The essays are
informed by a variety of critical approaches, as well as by new historical insights and new understandings of
the possibilities that existed for male friendships in nineteenth-century American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Cole:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a
Relationship is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Nicolas Olsen:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a
Relationship is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Oliver Lyle:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Hawthorne and Melville:
Writing a Relationship which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Susan Garrard:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship can give you a
lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a
Relationship.
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