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"Quite simply one of the best books of the year." ?Michael Dirda, The Washington Post

Ben Downing's Queen Bee of Tuscany brings an extraordinary Victorian back to life. Born into a
distinguished intellectual family and raised among luminaries such as Dickens and Thackeray, Janet Ross
married at eighteen and went to live in Egypt. There, for the next six years, she wrote for the London Times,
hobnobbed with the developer of the Suez Canal, and humiliated pashas in horse races. In 1867 she moved to
Florence, Italy where she spent the remaining sixty years of her life writing a series of books and hosting a
colorful miscellany of friends and neighbors, from Mark Twain to Bernard Berenson, at Poggio Gherardo,
her house in the hills above the city. Eventually she became the acknowledged doyenne of the Anglo-
Florentine colony, as it was known. Yet she was also immersed in the rural life of Tuscany: An avid
agriculturalist, she closely supervised the farms on her estate and the sharecroppers who worked them, often
pitching in on grape and olive harvests.
Spirited, erudite, and supremely well-connected, Ross was one of the most dynamic women of her day. Her
life offers a fascinating window on fascinating times, from the Risorgimento to the rise of fascism.
Encompassing all this rich history, Queen Bee of Tuscany is a panoramic portrait of an age, a family, and our
evolving love affair with Tuscany.

A Washington Post Notable Nonfiction Book of 2013
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From reader reviews:

Grace Moreno:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of
them is this Queen Bee of Tuscany: The Redoubtable Janet Ross.

Anna Raynor:

Typically the book Queen Bee of Tuscany: The Redoubtable Janet Ross has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

John Tammaro:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Queen Bee of Tuscany: The
Redoubtable Janet Ross reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Queen Bee of
Tuscany: The Redoubtable Janet Ross as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is
one publication that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.

Robert Denney:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Queen Bee of Tuscany: The Redoubtable Janet Ross. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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