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On September 1, 1909, the veteran American explorer Dr. Frederick A. Cook, wired the unexpected news
that on April 21, 1908, he had attained the North Pole, the greatest geographical prize left on earth. His
landing at Copenhagen touched off a frenzy of adulation, ending with him heaped in honors. The drama
increased when word arrived that Robert E. Peary, after 23 years of intermittent arctic expeditions, had
reached the North Pole on April 6, 1909. A few days later Peary intimated that Cook’s story should not be
taken seriously and before the week was out declared that his rival had simply “handed the world a gold
brick.” Thus began the greatest geographical dispute of all time. “The Polar Controversy” was front page
news for the better part of four months and has been argued over ever since. Cook was the public’s initial
favorite because of his gentlemanly demeanor in the face of bitter attacks, but before long a skillful press
campaign mounted by Peary’s powerful backers began to undermine Cook’s credibility. First, members of
Peary’s expedition swore that Cook’s Inuit companions denied ever being out of sight of land on his recent
attempt, and therefore never closer than hundreds of miles to the pole. Next, Ed Barrill, only witness to
Cook's 1906 claimed ascent of Mt. McKinley, swore the climb was a hoax arranged to help Cook avoid
financial ruin. Finally, two men swore additional affidavits saying they had been hired by Cook to fake a set
of astronomical data in proof of his having been at the pole. When Cook’s polar “proofs” were examined by
the Copenhagen scientists to whom he had promised them while in Denmark, they found no trace of the
allegedly forged observations among them. But they also could not find in them “any proof whatsoever of
Dr. Cook having reached the Northpole.” The negative verdict of the judges Cook had chosen for himself
instantaneously branded him in the press as “a monster of duplicity.” This, coupled with the fact that Cook
had apparently fled the country, convinced many that their recent hero was nothing more than a contemptible
cheat. At the same time it allowed Peary to step forward and claim the prize he had sought for so long: the
everlasting fame that belonged to the Discoverer of the North Pole. The last thing Cook did before dropping
from sight for a year was to submit one of his polar notebooks in support of his claim to the University of
Copenhagen. Originally he had only sent a copy of a part of it, along with narrative material similar to that
published in the newspapers in the Fall of 1909. The Danes were not impressed. They said that the notebook
did not alter their previous verdict and that, in fact, it raised further doubts. The entire affair was an acute
embarrassment to Denmark, where Cook had received high honors, including a gold medal and a very rare
honorary doctorate from the University. He had even been personally received by the Danish king, who,
along with the Danish scientists, were now being depicted as gullible fools in the American press. Although
in turning over the notebook Cook had stipulated that no part of it could be copied or published, the Danes
made a complete photographic copy of the book and stored it away quietly before returning the original to
him in 1911. In 1993, while doing research for his monumental study, Cook & Peary, the Polar Controversy,
Resolved, published in 1997, the author recovered the photographic copy of Cook's notebook, the original of
which is now lost, from where it had lain unnoticed for more than 80 years. That notebook is the subject of
this study. It provides the “smoking gun” that proves Cook did not reach the North Pole in 1908 in the form
of a complete transcription of Cook's original diary. Its accompanying annotations clearly show why it
contains convincing proof that Cook's claim was a premeditated hoax and that the verdict rendered in
Copenhagen in 1909 was correct and fully justified.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Green:

The book The Lost Polar Notebook of Dr. Frederick A. Cook make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
The Lost Polar Notebook of Dr. Frederick A. Cook for being your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything
if you like start and read a guide The Lost Polar Notebook of Dr. Frederick A. Cook. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Ora Barbour:

The event that you get from The Lost Polar Notebook of Dr. Frederick A. Cook is a more deep you rooting
the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but The Lost Polar Notebook of Dr. Frederick A. Cook giving you joy feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that The Lost Polar Notebook of Dr. Frederick A.
Cook instantly.

Brenda Robert:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Lost Polar Notebook of Dr. Frederick
A. Cook guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt The Lost Polar Notebook of
Dr. Frederick A. Cook as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one
publication that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Jimmy Miller:

The book untitled The Lost Polar Notebook of Dr. Frederick A. Cook contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.
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