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Humanity’s Madness: Consequences of Becoming Literate is the last in a trilogy that includes Averting
Global Extinction (Jason Aronson, 2009) and Language and the Ineffable (Lexington Books, 2011). This
accessible but highly unconventional book extends and integrates decades of the author’s published and
unpublished precursor work on language and sociocultural pathology. Its principal thesis is that humankind’s
many current and past predicaments, both large and small, are symptoms of a special kind of madness – the
madness that became possible, although not necessarily inevitable, about 6000 years ago when humanity
began to become literate, explicitly dualistic, and enabled to dominate nature. This at first glance unlikely,
counterintuitive hypothesis is based partly on a major reconceptualization and radicalization of older work
by linguists and anthropologists on so-called primary orality, the human condition that preceded the
development of literacy, and partly on the author’s previous work: unorthodox conceptions of the earliest
eras of individual human development (ontogenesis) and of nontraditional views about the nature of
language; on psychodynamically-informed approaches to dealing with a culture’s defensive resistance to
change; on reinterpretations of the findings of anthropological, linguistic and psychological studies of the
Pirahãs, a small, highly atypical Amazon tribe. Thus, this book draws on a very broad, rich spectrum of
works from various disciplines by the author and others. The result in this work is an original perspective
from which humanity’s many current and past problems can be seen as various tokens of a millennia-old
madness whose symptoms and manifestations have changed and evolved as our ability to dominate and
exploit nature escalated, but the roots remain the same. From that clinical-historical-philosophical-linguistic
perspective on problems, the current looming threats to global survival are but the latest in a very long line of
increasingly severe manifestations of an underlying pathology, as are many apparently lesser, or even
unrecognized, difficulties that trouble academic disciplines, professions and ordinary, everyday living. This
novel reconceptualization of numerous old and new difficulties and paradoxes also points to a heretofore
overlooked promising approach suggested by an ontogenetic perspective: based on the Piraha studies,
Humanity's Madness proposes that fundamentally reconceptualizing and altering a culture's child-raising
practices may provide a promising (though difficult, unpalatable) way of ameliorating current dilemmas. In
sum, Humanity’s Madness offers an accessible, clear, generative and original starting point for thinking
about and working toward promising alternative solutions to the many different kinds of daunting
contemporary predicaments.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Mitchell:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Humanity's Madness:
Consequences of Becoming Literate. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Eugene Glover:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Humanity's Madness:
Consequences of Becoming Literate to read.

Alyssa Lewis:

This Humanity's Madness: Consequences of Becoming Literate are generally reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Humanity's Madness: Consequences of
Becoming Literate can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Humanity's Madness: Consequences of Becoming Literate giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Daryl Church:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This Humanity's Madness: Consequences of
Becoming Literate is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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