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John Betjeman began writing for the Telegraph in 1951 and continued to do so for a quarter of a century.
During that time Britain underwent profound social and cultural changes. In architecture, grand Victorian
edifices were pulled down to make way for gleaming brutalist monuments to the Future. In literature, a new
generation of angry young men (and women) challenged convention head on. In music, pomp and
circumstance gave way to the electric guitar. And in fashion, hemlines crept up. Amongst much of the
population, however, such rapid change met with disquiet: a nagging sense that the New had displaced much
that was wonderful in the Old. By turns eccentric, wistful and polemical, Betjeman's writing for the
Telegraph gave voice to this unease. From contemporary reviews - often refreshingly caustic - of novelists
such as Ian Fleming, Nancy Mitford and J.D. Salinger, through prescient warnings about the threat posed to
the English skyline by office blocks, motorways and concrete lamp-standards, to elegiac paeans to Norman
churches and, of course, the gothic majesty of St Pancras station, Lovely Bits of Old England collects the
very best of Betjeman's contributions to the Telegraph for the first time. Taken together they offer a eulogy
for what was lost and an impassioned defence of the past in the face of progress's relentless onward march.
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From reader reviews:

Sharyl Nettles:

The book Lovely Bits of Old England: John Betjeman at The Telegraph (Telegraph Books) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the best thing like a book Lovely Bits of Old England: John Betjeman at The Telegraph (Telegraph Books)?
Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take
for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Lovely Bits of Old England:
John Betjeman at The Telegraph (Telegraph Books) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it
is very wonderful.

Mary Flynn:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Lovely Bits of Old England: John Betjeman at The Telegraph (Telegraph Books), you can tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Marianne Guzman:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
Lovely Bits of Old England: John Betjeman at The Telegraph (Telegraph Books).

Debra Becnel:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any book. It



is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
reserve. The book Lovely Bits of Old England: John Betjeman at The Telegraph (Telegraph Books) it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.
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