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Once condemned by Modernism and compared to a ‘crime’ by Adolf Loos, ornament has made a spectacular
return in contemporary architecture. This is typified by the works of well-known architects such as Herzog &
de Meuron, Sauerbruch Hutton, Farshid Moussavi Architecture and OMA. There is no doubt that these new
ornamental tendencies are inseparable from innovations in computer technology. The proliferation of
developments in design software has enabled architects to experiment afresh with texture, colour, pattern and
topology.

Though inextricably linked with digital tools and culture, Antoine Picon argues that some significant traits in
ornament persist from earlier Western architectural traditions. These he defines as the ‘subjective’ – the
human interaction that ornament requires in both its production and its reception – and the political. Contrary
to the message conveyed by the founding fathers of modern architecture, traditional ornament was not meant
only for pleasure. It conveyed vital information about the designation of buildings as well as about the rank
of their owners. As such, it participated in the expression of social values, hierarchies and order. By bringing
previous traditions in ornament under scrutiny, Picon makes us question the political issues at stake in
today’s ornamental revival. What does it tell us about present-day culture? Why are we presently so fearful
of meaning in architecture? Could it be that by steering so vehemently away from symbolism, contemporary
architecture is evading any explicit contribution to collective values?
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

In other case, little people like to read book Ornament: The Politics of Architecture and Subjectivity. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the
book Ornament: The Politics of Architecture and Subjectivity. You can add understanding and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Betty Ahlstrom:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Ornament: The Politics of Architecture and Subjectivity book is readable by
simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
regarding Ornament: The Politics of Architecture and Subjectivity content conveys the idea easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Ornament: The Politics of Architecture and Subjectivity is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Mario Berry:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Ornament: The Politics of Architecture
and Subjectivity, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Armando McFarland:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Ornament: The Politics of Architecture and Subjectivity why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.
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