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What gives statistics its unity as a science? Stephen Stigler sets forth the seven foundational ideas of
statistics?a scientific discipline related to but distinct from mathematics and computer science.

Even the most basic idea?aggregation, exemplified by averaging?is counterintuitive. It allows one to gain
information by discarding information, namely, the individuality of the observations. Stigler’s second pillar,
information measurement, challenges the importance of “big data” by noting that observations are not all
equally important: the amount of information in a data set is often proportional to only the square root of the
number of observations, not the absolute number. The third idea is likelihood, the calibration of inferences
with the use of probability. Intercomparison is the principle that statistical comparisons do not need to be
made with respect to an external standard. The fifth pillar is regression, both a paradox (tall parents on
average produce shorter children; tall children on average have shorter parents) and the basis of inference,
including Bayesian inference and causal reasoning. The sixth concept captures the importance of
experimental design?for example, by recognizing the gains to be had from a combinatorial approach with
rigorous randomization. The seventh idea is the residual: the notion that a complicated phenomenon can be
simplified by subtracting the effect of known causes, leaving a residual phenomenon that can be explained
more easily.

The Seven Pillars of Statistical Wisdom presents an original, unified account of statistical science that will
fascinate the interested layperson and engage the professional statistician.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Schulz:

The book The Seven Pillars of Statistical Wisdom can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Seven Pillars of Statistical
Wisdom? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Seven
Pillars of Statistical Wisdom has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Cheryl Fenske:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Seven Pillars of Statistical Wisdom, you can enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jennifer Joseph:

Beside that The Seven Pillars of Statistical Wisdom in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Seven
Pillars of Statistical Wisdom because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
this? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Joseph Vargas:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Seven Pillars of Statistical Wisdom or
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are
helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The
Seven Pillars of Statistical Wisdom to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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