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This study examines the rhetoric and ideology of children’s realistic animal novels, particularly by tracing
the appearance and applying the terminology of environmental and animal rights ethics to these works. The
authors’ attitudes toward animals are evaluated in three areas: animal consciousness, human and animal
relationships, and predators and prey. By evaluating the authors’ ideologies, it is clear that there are three
separate periods in the genre: the founders, the traditionalists, and the animal rights writers. The earliest
writers of realistic animal fiction, or the founders, wrote generally between the 1890s and the 1920s, and
include London, Seton, and Roberts. They have been accused of anthropomorphism and have been dismissed
as “nature fakers.” But a close analysis of their works in light of the results of current studies on animal
consciousness, as well as in light of the ideologies of environmental ethics, demonstrates that the accusations
are unwarranted. The traditionalists, including Kjelgaard, Rawlings, O’Hara, and Henry, wrote from the
1930s through the 1970s. The traditional novels often promote hunting, land development, and the utilitarian
value of animals. They also portray predators as bad animals and question or disavow animal consciousness.
The animal rights novels, found in the 1980s to the present, promote animal rights ethics. Authors include
Roy, Thomas, and Adler. Generally, the themes of these novels are in direct opposition to the themes
promoted by the traditionalists. Both the founders and the animal rights writers are antihunting and
antidevelopment. Both sets of writers present a human-animal bond as a better relationship than a master-pet
one, and both characterize predators as amoral, rather than immoral. However, there is a surprising paradox
within the novels which reverses the surface ideology. The paradox is this: While the rhetorical purpose of
the animal rights novels is ostensibly the didactic one of promoting animal rights, the subtexts do not support
this theme. The rhetorical effect of the traditional novels is to present a stronger and clearer elucidation of the
animal rights philosophy—through plots, characterizations, and descriptions of human-animal
relationships—than is found in the animal rights novels.
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From reader reviews:

Dale Winsett:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Environmental and Animal
Rights Ethics in Children's Realistic Animal Novels of Twentieth-Century North America: A Dissertation
that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able
to pick Environmental and Animal Rights Ethics in Children's Realistic Animal Novels of Twentieth-
Century North America: A Dissertation become your own personal starter.

Jennifer Wetzel:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that
need more time to be go through. Environmental and Animal Rights Ethics in Children's Realistic Animal
Novels of Twentieth-Century North America: A Dissertation can be your answer because it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.

Helen Noyola:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Environmental and Animal Rights Ethics in Children's Realistic Animal
Novels of Twentieth-Century North America: A Dissertation can make you feel more interested to read.

John Parish:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Environmental and Animal Rights Ethics in Children's Realistic Animal Novels of
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