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In The Gods of Revolution, Christopher Dawson brought to bear, as Glanmor Williams said, "his brilliantly
perceptive powers of analysis on the French Revolution. . . . In so doing he reversed the trends of recent
historiography which has concentrated primarily on examining the social and economic context of that great
upheaval."

Dawson underlines the fact that the Revolution was not animated by democratic ideals but rather reflected an
authoritarian liberalism often marked by a fundamental contempt for the populace, described by Voltaire as
"the 'canaille' that is not worthy of enlightenment and which deserves its yoke." The old Christian order had
stressed a common faith and common service shared by nobles and peasants alike but Rousseau "pleads the
cause of the individual against society, the poor against the rich, and the people against the privileged
classes." It is Rousseau whom Dawson describes as the spiritual father of the new age in disclosing a new
spirit of revolutionary idealism expressed in liberalism, socialism and anarchism. But the old unity was not
replaced by a new form. Dawson insists the whole period following the Revolution is "characterized by a
continual struggle between conflicting ideologies," and the periods of relative stabilization such as the
Napoleonic restoration, Victorian liberalism in England, and capitalist imperialism in the second German
empire "have been compromises or temporary truces between two periods of conquest." This leads to his
assertion that "the survival of western culture demands unity as well as freedom, and the great problem of
our time is how these two essentials are to be reconciled."

This reconciliation will require more than technological efficiency for "a free society requires a higher
degree of spiritual unity than a totalitarian one. Hence the spiritual integration of western culture is essential
to its temporal survival." It is to Christianity alone that western culture "must look for leadership and help in
restoring the moral and spiritual unity of our civilization," for it alone has the influence, "in ethics, in
education, in literature, and in social action" sufficiently strong to achieve this end.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Christopher Dawson (1889-1970) is recognized as one of the most important Catholic historians of the
twentieth century, authoring numerous books, articles, and scholarly monographs. Dawson was lecturer in
the History of Culture, University College, Exeter; Gifford lecturer; and Charles Chauncey Stillman Chair of
Roman Catholic Studies at Harvard University from 1958 to 1962.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Sanchez:

The book The Gods of Revolution (Worlds of Christopher Dawson) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
The Gods of Revolution (Worlds of Christopher Dawson)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
e-book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book The Gods of Revolution (Worlds of Christopher Dawson) has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

James Reed:

The book untitled The Gods of Revolution (Worlds of Christopher Dawson) contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Paula Lauria:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Gods of Revolution
(Worlds of Christopher Dawson) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Brent Whitty:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from
it. It is called of book The Gods of Revolution (Worlds of Christopher Dawson). You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for
a other place.
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