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The myths and legends of prehistoric Ireland have inspired writers through the ages, down to W.B. Yeats and
Seamus Heaney in our own century, but what do we know of the realities of ancient Irish belief? Daithi O
hOgain's book approaches the question by studying archaeological remains such as tumuli, stone henges and
circular enclosures and analysing the rich materials that have been handed down both in the great cycles of
Irish heroic tales and the humble but significant survivals of modern folklore, for instance the traditions
associated with wells and springs. Drawing evidence from these varied sources, he arrives at a balanced
picture of a society and its beliefs which have all too often been the subject of conjecture and fancy.
CONTENTS Pre-Celtic Cultures . Basic Tenets in the Iron Age . The Druids and their Practices . The
Teachings of the Druids . The Society of the Gods . The Rites of Sovereignty . The Triumph of Christianity.
DAITHI O HOGAIN is Associate Professor of Folklore at University College Dublin.
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From reader reviews:

John Sorrells:

The book The Sacred Isle: Pre-Christian Religions in Ireland can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book The
Sacred Isle: Pre-Christian Religions in Ireland? A number of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book The Sacred Isle: Pre-Christian Religions in Ireland has simple shape however you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Thelma Martin:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book The Sacred Isle: Pre-Christian Religions in Ireland it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book features high quality.

Damian Woodward:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Sacred Isle: Pre-Christian Religions in Ireland your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get previous to. The The Sacred Isle: Pre-Christian Religions in Ireland giving you one more
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era.
So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Doris Avey:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside



appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Sacred Isle: Pre-Christian Religions in Ireland why because
the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.
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