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This book is the first publication of a very early collection of Christian monastic rules from Roman Egypt.
Designed for the so-called White Monastery Federation, a community of monks and nuns who banded
together about 360 CE, the rules are quoted by the great monastic leader Shenoute of Atripe in his writings
of the fourth and fifth century. These rules provide new and intimate access to the earliest phases of Christian
communal (cenobitic) monasticism.

In this volume, Bentley Layton presents for the first time the Coptic text of the rules, amounting to five
hundred and ninety-five entries, accompanied by a clear and exact English translation. Four preliminary
chapters discuss the character of the rules in their historical and social context, and present new evidence for
the founding of the monastic federation. From passing remarks in the rules, Layton paints a brilliant picture
of monastic daily life and ascetic practice, organized around six general topics: the monastery as a physical
plant, the human makeup of the community, the pattern of ascetic observances, the hierarchy of authority,
the daily liturgy, and monastic economic life. The Canons of Our Fathers will be a fundamental resource for
readers interested in Christian life in late antiquity, ascetic practices, and the history of monasticism in all its
forms.
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From reader reviews:

John Moore:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The Canons of Our Fathers:
Monastic Rules of Shenoute (Oxford Early Christian Studies) to read.

Margaret Boyer:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Canons of Our Fathers: Monastic Rules of Shenoute (Oxford
Early Christian Studies) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer connected with The Canons of Our Fathers: Monastic Rules of Shenoute
(Oxford Early Christian Studies) content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking The Canons of Our Fathers: Monastic Rules of Shenoute (Oxford Early Christian Studies) is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Bernice Martinez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Canons of Our Fathers: Monastic Rules of Shenoute (Oxford Early Christian Studies) your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The Canons of Our Fathers: Monastic Rules of
Shenoute (Oxford Early Christian Studies) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Richard Graham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you



knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra
The Canons of Our Fathers: Monastic Rules of Shenoute (Oxford Early Christian Studies).
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