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Bringing contemporary critical theory to bear on Beowulf, the author explores the literary originality of a
poem often treated as oral and traditional. He grounds his work in three axioms about Beowulf. First, the
poem cannot be dated with certainty and must be considered a portrait of an imaginary society. Second, the
epic, a long narrative poem of the heroic age, is not necessarily a traditional genre. And third, there is no
reason to believe that Beowulf was anything more than a fictitious hero invented by the poet.

The first half of the book examines the literary treatment of such concepts as space and time, history and
transcendence , and orality and literacy, in Beowulf and other Old English poems. The author’s method here
is mostly phenomenological—the sort of intellectual and religious history exemplified by Paul Ricoeur. The
second half is dominated by psychoanalysis, beginning with the psychoanalytic anthropology of Victor
Turner and René Girard. Then Freud leads the author to consider questions of individual consciousness,
creativity, and reader response. The book concludes by probing the creative autonomy of the Beowulf poet
as well as of the reader, and their mutual interest in the hero’s freedom beyond his fate.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Barrett:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for us. The book Thinking About ‘Beowulf’ has been making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The reserve Thinking About ‘Beowulf’ is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship using the book Thinking About ‘Beowulf’. You never really feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Heather Wade:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Thinking About ‘Beowulf’ as the daily resource
information.

Denise Barnhart:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Thinking About ‘Beowulf’ your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of.
The Thinking About ‘Beowulf’ giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here
is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Raymond Murray:

This Thinking About ‘Beowulf’ is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Thinking About ‘Beowulf’ can be the light
food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to



knowledge.
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