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Peter Gottschalk offers a compelling study of how, through the British implementation of scientific
taxonomy in the subcontinent, Britons and Indians identified an inherent divide between mutually
antagonistic religious communities.

England's ascent to power coincided with the rise of empirical science as an authoritative way of knowing
not only the natural world, but the human one as well. The British scientific passion for classification,
combined with the Christian impulse to differentiate people according to religion, led to a designation of
Indians as either Hindu or Muslim according to rigidly defined criteria that paralleled classification in
botanical and zoological taxonomies.

Through an historical and ethnographic study of the north Indian village of Chainpur, Gottschalk shows that
the Britons' presumed categories did not necessarily reflect the Indians' concepts of their own identities,
though many Indians came to embrace this scientism and gradually accepted the categories the British
instituted through projects like the Census of India, the Archaeological Survey of India, and the India
Museum. Today's propogators of Hindu-Muslim violence often cite scientistic formulations of difference
that descend directly from the categories introduced by imperial Britain.

Religion, Science, and Empire will be a valuable resource to anyone interested in the colonial and
postcolonial history of religion in India.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Clayton:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Religion, Science, and
Empire: Classifying Hinduism and Islam in British India that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying
Hinduism and Islam in British India become your current starter.

George Cornelius:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Religion, Science, and Empire:
Classifying Hinduism and Islam in British India can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Terry Kiser:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism and Islam
in British India was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book you wanted.

Dolores Mann:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism and Islam in British India we can have more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book
Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism and Islam in British India. You can more inviting than
now.
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