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In Skin Acts, Michelle Ann Stephens explores the work of four iconic twentieth-century black male
performers—Bert Williams, Paul Robeson, Harry Belafonte, and Bob Marley—to reveal how racial and
sexual difference is both marked by and experienced in the skin. She situates each figure within his cultural
moment, examining his performance in the context of contemporary race relations and visual regimes.
Drawing on Lacanian psychoanalysis and performance theory, Stephens contends that while black skin is
subject to what Frantz Fanon called the epidermalizing and hardening effects of the gaze, it is in the flesh
that other—intersubjective, pre-discursive, and sensuous—forms of knowing take place between artist and
audience. Analyzing a wide range of visual, musical, and textual sources, Stephens shows that black
subjectivity and performativity are structured by the tension between skin and flesh, sight and touch,
difference and sameness.
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From reader reviews:

Sherry Stevens:

The book Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like
a book Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer? Some of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous
world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

James Adcock:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male
Performer as the daily resource information.

Pearlie Wong:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer, you are able to tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a guide.

Doris Garcia:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer we can take more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best



book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Skin Acts: Race,
Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer. You can more inviting than now.
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