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Known as an ‘anthropologist of everyday life,’ Margaret Visser has, in five award-winning books, uncovered
and illuminated the intriguing and unexpected meanings of everyday objects and habits. Now she turns her
keen eye to another custom so frequently encountered that it often escapes notice: saying ‘Thank you.’ What
do we really mean by these two simple words?

This fascinating inquiry into all aspects of gratitude ranges from the unusual determination with which
parents teach their children to thank, to the difference between speaking the words and feeling them, to the
ways different cultures handle the complex matters of giving, receiving, and returning favors and presents.
Visser illuminates the fundamental opposition in our own culture between gift-giving and commodity
exchange, and the similarities between gratitude and its opposite, vengefulness. The Gift of Thanks considers
cultural history, including the modern battle of social scientists to pin down the notion of thankfulness and
account for it, and the newly awakened scientific interest in the biological and evolutionary roots of
emotions.

With her engaging combination of curiosity and erudition, Visser once again reveals the extraordinary in the
everyday.
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From reader reviews:

David Pell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude. Try to make the
book The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude as your close friend. It means that it can being
your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Diane Adams:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book
The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Michael Pabon:

The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Gift of
Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

James Fitzpatrick:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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