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At the heart of this volume are three trials held in Athens in the fourth century BCE. The defendants were all
women and in each case the charges involved a combination of ritual activities. Two were condemned to
death. Because of the brevity of the ancient sources, and their lack of agreement, the precise charges are
unclear, and the reasons for these women's trials remain mysterious.

Envy, Poison, and Death takes the complexity and confusion of the evidence not as a riddle to be solved, but
as a revelation of social dynamics. It explores the changing factors--material, ideological, and psychological-
-that may have provoked these events. It focuses, in particular, on the dual role of envy (phthonos) and
gossip as processes by which communities identified people and activities that were dangerous, and
examines how and why those local, even individual, dynamics may have come to shape official civic
decisions during a time of perceived hardship.

At first sight so puzzling, these trials reveal a vivid picture of the socio-political environment of Athens
during the early-mid fourth century BCE, including responses to changes in women's status and behavior,
and attitudes toward ritual activities within the city. The volume reveals some of the characters, events, and
even emotions that would help to shape an emergent concept of magic: it suggests that the boundary of
acceptable behavior was shifting, not only within the legal arena but also through the active involvement of
society beyond the courts.
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From reader reviews:

Loren Parker:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled
Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before.
Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Amber Payne:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Envy, Poison, and
Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athensis one
of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Vicki Head:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Envy,
Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens provide you with a new experience in reading
through a book.

Brooke Gafford:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From the
book Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens we can get more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Envy, Poison, and Death: Women
on Trial in Ancient Athens. You can more appealing than now.
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