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Organized in May 1863 to meet the Union Army's growing manpower needs, the Invalid Corps?later
renamed the Veteran Reserve Corps?was a unique military unit. With more than twenty-four regiments of
troops, nearly all of them men disabled by illness or combat wounds, it was at one point twice as large as the
entire pre-war United States Army. During four years of service its troops enforced the draft, guarded
prisoners and vital outposts, protected rail lines and supply depots, and served as military police in cities all
across the country. Members of the Corps escorted President Lincoln's body home to Illinois, and after the
war its officers formed the nucleus of the new Freedman's Bureau.

This volume brings together some 143 letters written by Colonel Charles F. Johnson, an officer who served
with the 18th Veteran Reserve Corps after sustaining debilitating wounds during the Seven Days' Battles in
June 1862. Edited with an introduction by Fred Pelka, the letters describe the day-to-day circumstances of
"The Cripple Brigade," as it was derisively called, as well as guerrilla warfare in Missouri, combat in
Virginia, and barracks life in Washington, D.C. Johnson was a keen observer of his nation at war, and his
correspondence with his wife Mary is by turns literate and comic, objective and personal.

In his introduction and annotations, Pelka provides a detailed history of the Invalid Corps and explores the
experience of disability in nineteenth-century America. He looks at how the nation responded to the sudden
appearance of tens of thousands of newly disabled young men, and traces how members of the Invalid Corps
fought not only to restore the Union but also to retain their dignity as Americans and as human beings.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Watts:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Civil
War Letters of Colonel Charles F. Johnson, Invalid Corps? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Wilma Richards:

The particular book The Civil War Letters of Colonel Charles F. Johnson, Invalid Corps will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Civil War Letters of
Colonel Charles F. Johnson, Invalid Corps is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Anne Corchado:

You can get this The Civil War Letters of Colonel Charles F. Johnson, Invalid Corps by visit the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.

Connie Curtis:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book The Civil War Letters of Colonel Charles F. Johnson, Invalid Corps we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
book The Civil War Letters of Colonel Charles F. Johnson, Invalid Corps. You can more inviting than now.
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