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American Transcendentalism is a sweeping narrative history of America's first group of public intellectuals,
the men and women who defined American literature and indelibly marked American reform in the decades
before and following the American Civil War. Philip F. Gura masterfully traces their intellectual genealogy
to transatlantic religious and philosophical ideas, illustrating how these informed the fierce theological
debates that, so often first in Massachusetts and eventually throughout America, gave rise to practical,
personal, and quixotic attempts to improve, even perfect the world. The transcendentalists would painfully
bifurcate over what could be attained and how, one half epitomized by Ralph Waldo Emerson and stressing
self-reliant individualism, the other by Orestes Brownson, George Ripley, and Theodore Parker, emphasizing
commitment to the larger social good.

By the 1850s, transcendentalists turned ever more exclusively to abolition, and by war's end
transcendentalism had become identified exclusively with Emersonian self-reliance, congruent with the
national ethos of political liberalism and market capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Guillen:

The book American Transcendentalism: A History gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
American Transcendentalism: A History to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like start and read a book American Transcendentalism: A History. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Eric McDonald:

The guide untitled American Transcendentalism: A History is the publication that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the
book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the
e-book of American Transcendentalism: A History from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Randall Wilmes:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying American Transcendentalism: A History that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
are able to pick American Transcendentalism: A History become your starter.

Kenneth Jordan:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to your
account is American Transcendentalism: A History this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when
he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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