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The team of nurses that Tilda Shalof found herself working with in the intensive care unit (ICU) of a big-city
hospital was known as “Laura’s Line.” They were a bit wild: smart, funny, disrespectful of authority, but
also caring and incredibly committed to their jobs. Laura set the tone with her quick remarks. Frances, from
Newfoundland, was famous for her improvised recipes. Justine, the union rep, wore t-shirts emblazoned with
defiant slogans, like “Nurses Care But It’s Not in the Budget.” Shalof was the one who had been to
university. The others accused her of being “sooo sensitive.”

They depended upon one another. Working in the ICU was both emotionally grueling and physically
exhausting. Many patients, quite simply, were dying, and the staff strove mightily to prolong their lives.
With their skill, dedication, and the resources of modern science, they sometimes were almost too successful.
Doctors and nurses alike wondered if what they did for terminally-ill patients was not, in some cases, too
extreme. A number of patients were admitted when it was too late even for heroic measures. A boy struck
down by a cerebral aneurysm in the middle of a little-league hockey game. A woman rescued – too late –
from a burning house. It all took its toll on the staff.

And yet, on good days, they thrived on what they did. Shalof describes a colleague who is managing a
“crashing” patient: “I looked at her. Nicky was flushed with excitement. She was doing five different things
at the same time, planning ahead for another five. She was totally focused, in her element, in control,
completely at home with the chaos. There was a huge smile on her face. Nurses like to fix things. If they
can.”

Shalof, a veteran ICU nurse, reveals what it is really like to work behind the closed hospital curtains. The
drama, the sardonic humour, the grinding workload, the cheerful camaraderie, the big issues and the small,
all are brought vividly to life in this remarkable book.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their proficiency in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this A Nurse's Story.

Charles Montiel:

The publication with title A Nurse's Story has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of
the world. That book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your
own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Daniel Martin:

This A Nurse's Story is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having A Nurse's Story in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Rochelle Barrick:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication A Nurse's Story was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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