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A newly revised edition of an established classic in the history of medicine.

Arising from collaboration between a doctor and a historian, Disease and History offers the general reader a
wide-ranging and most accessible account of some of the ways in which disease has left its often dramatic
mark on the past.

It reviews, for example, the impact made by bubonic plague and other infections upon the ancient and
medieval worlds; the likely role of syphilis in the careers of Henry VIII and Ivan the Terrible; the
significance of smallpox for the conquest of Mexico; and the contribution of typhus to Napoleon’s downfall
and of haemophilia to the collapse of Tsarist rule in Russia. Other topics surveyed include the influence of
tropical diseases in the history of the colonization of Africa, and the global death-toll taken by the so-called
‘Spanish’ influenza of 1918-9.

The authors show how successive eras have registered some progress against pestilence, even while also
experiencing confrontation with new and often unforeseen threats. Thus the final section of the book
highlights how this field of history serves to illuminate many of the current problems now facing a world
where disease – especially when combined with war, famine, and ecological recklessness – presents an
ongoing challenge to human survival.

‘A study whose outstanding virtues are economy, clarity and readability.’
New Statesman

‘A welcome updating and careful revision of one of the pioneering accounts of the social history of
medicine.’
Roy Porter, Professor of the Social History of Medicine, UCL

‘Fascinating and highly recommended.’
Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Travis Wysocki:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Disease &
History: Third Edition? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Susie Vadnais:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Disease & History: Third Edition it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Joshua Matthews:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is definitely Disease & History: Third Edition.

Donnie Ned:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is Disease & History: Third Edition this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when
he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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