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Shortly after the turn of the twentieth century, the Metropolitan Museum of Art began an ambitious program
of collection building and physical expansion that transformed it into one of the world's foremost museums,
an eminence that it has maintained ever since. Two men of singular qualities and accomplishments played
key roles in the Met's transformation—J. P. Morgan, America's leading financier and a prominent art
collector, and Roger Fry, the headstrong English expert in art history who served as the Met's curator of
painting. Their complicated, often contentious relationship embodies and illuminates the myriad tensions
between commerce and art, philanthropists and professional staff, that a great museum must negotiate to
define and fulfill its mission.

In this masterful, multidisciplinary narrative, Charles Molesworth offers the first in-depth look at how
Morgan and Fry helped to mold the cultural legacy of masterpieces of painting and the development of the
"encyclopedic" museum. Structuring the book as a joint biography, Molesworth describes how Morgan used
his vast wealth to bring European art to an American citizenry, while Fry brought high standards of art
history from the world of connoisseurs to a general public. Their clashes over the purpose and functions of
the Met, which ultimately led to Fry's ouster, reveal the forces—personal and societal—that helped to shape
the Metropolitan Museum and other major American cultural institutions during the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

George Harvey:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This The Capitalist and the Critic: J. P. Morgan, Roger Fry, and the Metropolitan Museum of
Art book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer regarding The Capitalist and the Critic: J. P. Morgan, Roger Fry, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art
content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Capitalist and the Critic:
J. P. Morgan, Roger Fry, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Yvonne Wagner:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Capitalist and the Critic: J. P. Morgan, Roger Fry, and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book suited all of you.

Eliza Gold:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many
books in the top listing in your reading list is The Capitalist and the Critic: J. P. Morgan, Roger Fry, and the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Jennifer Klein:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide The Capitalist and the Critic: J. P. Morgan, Roger Fry, and the
Metropolitan Museum of Art was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how



big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways
to get book that you just wanted.
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