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The Culture of the Copy is a novel attempt to make sense of the Western fascination with replicas,
duplicates, and twins. In a work that is breathtaking in its synthetic and critical achievements, Hillel
Schwartz charts the repercussions of our entanglement with copies of all kinds, whose presence alternately
sustains and overwhelms us. This updated edition takes notice of recent shifts in thought with regard to such
issues as biological cloning, conjoined twins, copyright, digital reproduction, and multiple personality
disorder. At once abbreviated and refined, it will be of interest to anyone concerned with problems of
authenticity, identity, and originality. Through intriguing, and at times humorous, historical analysis and case
studies in contemporary culture, Schwartz investigates a stunning array of simulacra: counterfeits, decoys,
mannequins, and portraits; ditto marks, genetic cloning, war games, and camouflage; instant replays, digital
imaging, parrots, and photocopies; wax museums, apes, and art forgeries -- not to mention the very notion of
the Real McCoy.

Working through a range of theories on biological, mechanical, and electronic reproduction, Schwartz
questions the modern esteem for authenticity and uniqueness. The Culture of the Copy shows how the ethical
dilemmas central to so many fields of endeavor have become inseparable from our pursuit of copies -- of the
natural world, of our own creations, indeed of our very selves. The book is an innovative blend of
microsociology, cultural history, and philosophical reflection, of interest to anyone concerned with problems
of authenticity, identity, and originality.

Praise for the first edition

"[T]he author...brings his considerable synthetic powers to bear on our uneasy preoccupation with doubles,
likenesses, facsimiles, replicas and re-enactments. I doubt that these cultural phenomena have ever been
more comprehensively or more creatively chronicled.... [A] book that gets you to see the world anew, again."
-- The New York Times

"A sprightly and disconcerting piece of cultural history" -- Terence Hawkes, London Review of Books

"In The Culture of the Copy, [Schwartz] has written the perfect book: original and repetitive at once." --
Todd Gitlin,  Los Angeles Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Culture of the Copy: Striking Likenesses,
Unreasonable Facsimiles. Try to make book The Culture of the Copy: Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable
Facsimiles as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside those
of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Donna Jennings:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Culture of the Copy: Striking
Likenesses, Unreasonable Facsimiles is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Patrick Spradlin:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Culture of the Copy: Striking Likenesses,
Unreasonable Facsimiles was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Culture of the Copy: Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable Facsimiles has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Gregory Jones:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the The Culture of the Copy: Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable Facsimiles when you
essential it?
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