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This collection of essays represents a follow-up to the editors' 1994 publication, The Dark Side of
Interpersonal Communication. In the preface to that collection of essays, they argued that "To fully
understand how people function effectively requires us to consider how individuals cope with social
interaction that is difficult, problematic, challenging, distressing, and disruptive." In this companion volume,
the focus expands from social interaction to close relationships. Aside from the inherent need to investigate
the bad as well as the good of interpersonal relationships, the editors and their colleagues simply find the
dark side metaphor to be intellectually arousing. It stimulates investigation of important yet often neglected
phenomena, and it especially encourages consideration of the hidden and forbidden, and the paradoxical and
ironic elements of human relating.

This volume assembles the cutting-edge work of first rate scholars from the ranks of communication,
psychology, sociology, and cognate disciplines. As in the previous text, the subject matter and stylistic
approaches are diverse, reflecting the broad and interdisciplinary domain that is the dark side of human
affairs. The selection of topics is somewhat selective, reflecting only a sample of emerging scholarship in the
interdisciplinary study of relationships.

These internationally recognized scholars examine various topics related to the dark side, including fatal
attractions, jealousy and envy, misunderstanding, gossip, conflict, codependence, sexual coercion, stalking,
relationship termination, unrequited love, and mental health problems in relationships. Some chapters present
original data and models, whereas others reconfigure the way in which the understandings of relationships
can be better understood. In addition, the bookend chapters examine the ideology, nature, and problems of
dark side scholarship. Collectively, the scholarly journeys made in this volume are intended to illustrate the
complexities--both moral and functional--involved in close relationship processes. The intent is neither to
valorize nor demonize the darker aspects of close relationships, but rather to emphasize their importance to
the day-to-day "doing" of relationships. Only by accepting such processes as integral to relationships can
their role be fully understood.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Swain:

The experience that you get from The Dark Side of Close Relationships could be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but The Dark Side of Close Relationships giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this particular The Dark Side of Close Relationships instantly.

Shirley Morales:

Why? Because this The Dark Side of Close Relationships is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier
to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Edmund Morrissette:

The Dark Side of Close Relationships can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing The Dark Side of
Close Relationships yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into new stage of crucial pondering.

Betty Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Dark Side of
Close Relationships.
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