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This compendium of 17 articles addresses the goals set forth by the President's New Freedom Commission
on Mental Health in its 2003 report, Achieving the Promise: Transforming Mental Health Care in America.
The report represents the first time since the Carter Administration that such a high-level group evaluated
U.S. mental health care. The report painted a dismal picture of the nation's mental health system, saying the
system was so broken that it was "beyond simple repair." The Commission said that current services focused
on "managing disabilities" rather than helping patients achieve a meaningful life in their communities. It also
stated that mental health service providers ignored the preferences of consumers and their families. The
articles in Transforming Mental Health Services: Implementing the Federal Agenda for Change, originally
published between 2006 and 2009 in Psychiatric Services (journal of the American Psychiatric Association),
offer recommendations to assist adults with serious mental illness and children with serious emotional
disturbances. They include a series of reforms in which the emphasis is on recovery as an achievable goal,
and the need for a person-centered orientation in service delivery. There is also discussion of the reasons
many service providers resist using a recovery orientation and how this can be remedied. Transforming
Mental Health Services: Implementing the Federal Agenda for Change consists of updates of papers written
by the Commission's subcommittees addressing issues fundamental to those living with mental illness. It is
organized into four sections: * The first focuses on the interface between mental health and general health,
and on employment, housing, and Medicaid financing.* The second continues addressing financing and
Medicaid as well as issues related to school mental health, recovery, transformation of data systems, and
acceleration of research.* The third includes reports from four states with transformation initiatives designed
to ensure that consumers have a strong voice in the development of recovery-oriented services.* The final
section describes progress five years after the President's Commission Report and concludes with a proposal
by the current director of the Center for Mental Health Services for a public health model of mental health
care for the 21st century. This compilation of well-researched and well-written articles offers an excellent
resource for frontline care providers, facility administrators and advocates. It serves as an equally valuable
resource for state policy makers who wish to present a convincing case that change is happening and that the
recommendations can be translated into effective policies. Although consumers and their families will
receive support for their perception that service providers ignore their needs, they will also be encouraged
that change for the better is coming to the U.S. mental health care system.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Travis:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called
Transforming Mental Health Services: Implementing the Federal Agenda for Change? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Tara Scribner:

The book Transforming Mental Health Services: Implementing the Federal Agenda for Change can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Transforming Mental Health Services: Implementing the Federal Agenda for Change? A number
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Transforming Mental Health Services:
Implementing the Federal Agenda for Change has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Jamey Norton:

This Transforming Mental Health Services: Implementing the Federal Agenda for Change tend to be reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Transforming Mental
Health Services: Implementing the Federal Agenda for Change can be one of several great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that might be
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Transforming Mental Health Services:
Implementing the Federal Agenda for Change giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Kevin Mabry:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. Transforming Mental Health Services: Implementing the Federal Agenda for Change can
be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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