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The state is at its most volatile when supreme power changes hands. This book studies five such moments of
transfer in the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, from Henry VIII to the English Revolution, pazying
particular attention to the political function and agency of drama in smoothing the transition. Masques and
civic pageants served as an art form by which incoming authority could declare its power, and subjects could
express their willing subordination to the new regime. The book contains vivid case studies of these dramatic
works, some of which have never before been identified, and the circumstances for which they were written:
the use of London street theatre in 1535 to promote Henry VIII's arrogation of Royal Supremacy; the
aggressively Protestant court masque of 1559 which marked the accession of Elizabeth I, and the censorship
which resulted when the same mode of dramatic discourse spread to more plebeian stages; the masques and
entertainments of James I's initial year on the English throne, through which the new Stuart dynasty asserted
its legitimacy and individual courtiers made their bids for influence; and the formal coronation entry to
London, furnished with dramatic pageants, which London paid for but Charles I refused to undertake. The
final chapter describes how, in 1642, a very different incoming regime planned to ignore drama altogether,
until some surprisingly contingent circumstances forced its hand.
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From reader reviews:

Omar Stewart:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Drama and the Transfer of Power in
Renaissance England is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Teresa Thomas:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Drama
and the Transfer of Power in Renaissance England, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Michael Johnson:

The reserve with title Drama and the Transfer of Power in Renaissance England posesses a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Beverly McClendon:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Drama and the Transfer of Power in Renaissance England will give you new experience in examining a
book.
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