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There are a variety of people, practices, and celebrations in the Catholic Church. At times some of these can
be dismissed too easily as extreme, superstitious, or uninformed. Such is the case with the Penitentes of
NewMexico. In I Was and I Am Dust, David M. Mellott shares his experiences of the Penitentes as an
outsider. He explains their struggles with the institutional church, and some of the seemingly extreme rituals
they facilitate during Holy Week. Through the voice of Larry Torres, one of the senior members of the
Penitentes, Mellott poignantly provides readers with a more intimate picture of this community of
practitioners.

Yet so much more than an analysis written by an outsider, this work attempts to understand the experience of
those within a group whose practices are considered outside the mainstream. With Mellott and Torres,
readers may be surprised to discover a depth of meaning in these practices 'and to realize the beauty of being
dust.

David M. Mellott is assistant professor of practical theology and director of ministerial formation at
Lancaster Theological Seminary, where he teaches courses in philosophy, ethnography, and theology of
ministry. He is committed to supporting and nurturing Christian communities that empower people to live
more authentically as they seek to love God, neighbor, and self more deeply.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacob:

This I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) usually are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this I Was And I Am
Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) can be on the list of great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information
that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this I Was And I
Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

James McFarland:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a
Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Myrta Bundy:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and soon. The I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series)
provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Gene Conley:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) when



you required it?
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