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Explorers and ethnographers in Africa during the period of colonial expansion are usually assumed to have
been guided by rational aims such as the desire for scientific knowledge, fame, or financial gain. This book,
the culmination of many years of research on nineteenth-century exploration in Central Africa, provides a
new view of those early European explorers and their encounters with Africans. Out of Our Minds shows
explorers were far from rational--often meeting their hosts in extraordinary states influenced by opiates,
alcohol, sex, fever, fatigue, and violence. Johannes Fabian presents fascinating and little-known source
material, and points to its implications for our understanding of the beginnings of modern colonization. At
the same time, he makes an important contribution to current debates about the intellectual origins and nature
of anthropological inquiry.

Drawing on travel accounts--most of them Belgian and German--published between 1878 and the start of
World War I, Fabian describes encounters between European travelers and the Africans they met. He argues
that the loss of control experienced by these early travelers actually served to enhance cross-cultural
understanding, allowing the foreigners to make sense of strange facts and customs. Fabian's provocative
findings contribute to a critique of narrowly scientific or rationalistic visions of ethnography, illuminating the
relationship between travel and intercultural understanding, as well as between imperialism and ethnographic
knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their
can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on guardería until university need that Out of Our Minds: Reason & Madness in the Exploration of
Central Africa to read.

William Bellard:

The book Out of Our Minds: Reason & Madness in the Exploration of Central Africa has a lot details on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can
get the point easily after scanning this book.

Arlene Wilson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Out of Our Minds: Reason &
Madness in the Exploration of Central Africa that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much
better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you can pick Out of Our Minds: Reason & Madness in the Exploration
of Central Africa become your own personal starter.

Wayne Queen:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list will be Out of Our Minds: Reason & Madness in the Exploration of
Central Africa. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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