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The matriarch of one of the most important families in Texas history, Petra Vela Kenedy has remained a
shadowy presence in the annals of South Texas. In this biography of Petra Vela Kenedy, the authors not only
tell her story but also relate the history of South Texas through a woman’s perspective. Utilizing previously
unpublished letters, journals, photographs, and other primary materials, the authors reveal the intimate stories
of the families who for years dominated governments, land acquisition, commerce, and border politics along
the Rio Grande and across the Wild Horse Desert.

From Petra’s early life in the landed ranchero society of northern Mexico, through her alliance with Luis
Vidal—an officer in the Mexican army to whom she bore eight children—until her move to Brownsville
after Vidal’s death, Petra lived in Mexico. When she moved to Texas, having taken Vidal’s name, she
represented a link to the landed families of the region. Mifflin Kenedy, a steamboat captain who had first
come to Texas during the Mexican War, married into her world, acquiring local respectability and stature
when he took Petra as his wife.

The story of their life together encompasses war, the taming of a frontier, the blending of cultures, the origin
of a ranching empire, and the establishment of a foundation and trust that still endure today, giving millions
to Texas through charitable gifts. An attractive woman of business acumen, strong religious convictions, and
intense family loyalty, Petra Vela Kenedy’s influence through her husband and her children left a legacy
whose exploration is long overdue.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Anderson:

The book Petra’s Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy
(Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Petra’s Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South
Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like start and read a publication Petra’s Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of
Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-
Kingsville). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this publication?

Robin Almeida:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Petra’s Legacy: The South Texas Ranching
Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M
University-Kingsville) book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Freddie Valdez:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can have the
e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Petra’s Legacy: The South Texas
Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas
A&M University-Kingsville) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.

Rodolfo Buker:

You can get this Petra’s Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy
(Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your



knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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