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There have been many books, movies, and even TV commercials featuring Neandertals--some serious, some
comical. But what was it really like to be a Neandertal? How were their lives similar to or different from
ours?

In How to Think Like a Neandertal, archaeologist Thomas Wynn and psychologist Frederick L. Coolidge
team up to provide a brilliant account of the mental life of Neandertals, drawing on the most recent fossil and
archaeological remains. Indeed, some Neandertal remains are not fossilized, allowing scientists to recover
samples of their genes--one specimen had the gene for red hair and, more provocatively, all had a gene called
FOXP2, which is thought to be related to speech. Given the differences between their faces and ours, their
voices probably sounded a bit different, and the range of consonants and vowels they could generate might
have been different. But they could talk, and they had a large (perhaps huge) vocabulary--words for places,
routes, techniques, individuals, and emotions. Extensive archaeological remains of stone tools and living
sites (and, yes, they did often live in caves) indicate that Neandertals relied on complex technical procedures
and spent most of their lives in small family groups. The authors sift the evidence that Neandertals had a
symbolic culture--looking at their treatment of corpses, the use of fire, and possible body coloring--and
conclude that they probably did not have a sense of the supernatural. The book explores the brutal nature of
their lives, especially in northwestern Europe, where men and women with spears hunted together for
mammoths and wooly rhinoceroses. They were pain tolerant, very likely taciturn, and not easy to excite.

Wynn and Coolidge offer here an eye-opening portrait of Neandertals, painting a remarkable picture of these
long-vanished people and providing insight, as they go along, into our own minds and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Gentile:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book How To Think Like a
Neandertal. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Cliff Boyd:

Often the book How To Think Like a Neandertal has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading
this book.

Harry Thomas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this How To Think Like a Neandertal e-
book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty How To Think Like a
Neandertal as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break
don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Susan Bannister:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their hobby.
They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this How
To Think Like a Neandertal can make you really feel more interested to read.
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