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A color harmony that is analogous to a musical composition
 
Henri Matisse (1869-1954) is known not only as one of the most important French painters of the 20th
century but also as co-founder and leading exponent of Fauvism. His work reflects an ongoing quest for the
expressive power of pure, brilliant colors and simple forms; as a result, the realistic presentation of nature
often retires to a secondary position.

For Matisse, color did not serve as a tool for the expression of subjective feelings, but rather became the
equivalent of light itself: it functioned as a pure medium in the creation of an autonomous pictorial space:
"Out of my fruitful work with discovered tones there must emerge a vital color harmony, a harmony that is
analogous to a musical composition."

As a creative artist, Matisse was not only a painter, but also experimented with other materials: he produced
glass windows and theatre designs and created significant sculptures in bronze, ceramic and clay. In old age,
confined to a wheelchair, he created collages with coloured paper, glue, and scissors: his famed gouache cut-
outs.
 
About the Series:
Each book in TASCHEN’s Basic Art series features:

a detailed chronological summary of the life and oeuvre of the artist, covering his or her cultural and●

historical importance
a concise biography●

approximately 100 illustrations with explanatory captions●
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Livingston:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you don't
know which you should start with. This Matisse is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Brenda Carey:

The particular book Matisse has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot
of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write
this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

William Rice:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read
will be Matisse.

Nancy Sobel:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Matisse can be the solution, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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