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Reckoning with Pinochet is the first comprehensive account of how Chile came to terms with General
Augusto Pinochet’s legacy of human rights atrocities. An icon among Latin America’s “dirty war” dictators,
Pinochet had ruled with extreme violence while building a loyal social base. Hero to some and criminal to
others, the general cast a long shadow over Chile’s future. Steve J. Stern recounts the full history of Chile’s
democratic reckoning, from the negotiations in 1989 to chart a post-dictatorship transition; through
Pinochet’s arrest in London in 1998; the thirtieth anniversary, in 2003, of the coup that overthrew President
Salvador Allende; and Pinochet’s death in 2006. He shows how transnational events and networks shaped
Chile’s battles over memory, and how the Chilean case contributed to shifts in the world culture of human
rights.

Stern’s analysis integrates policymaking by elites, grassroots efforts by human rights victims and activists,
and inside accounts of the truth commissions and courts where top-down and bottom-up initiatives met.
Interpreting solemn presidential speeches, raucous street protests, interviews, journalism, humor, cinema,
and other sources, he describes the slow, imperfect, but surprisingly forceful advance of efforts to revive
democratic values through public memory struggles, despite the power still wielded by the military and a
conservative social base including the investor class. Over time, resourceful civil-society activists and select
state actors won hard-fought, if limited, gains. As a result, Chileans were able to face the unwelcome past
more honestly, launch the world’s first truth commission to examine torture, ensnare high-level perpetrators
in the web of criminal justice, and build a public culture of human rights. Stern provides an important
conceptualization of collective memory in the wake of national trauma in this magisterial work of history.
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From reader reviews:

Madeleine Bandy:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they
get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you should have this Reckoning with Pinochet: The Memory Question in Democratic Chile, 1989–2006
(Latin America Otherwise).

Guillermo Behler:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book.
One of them is this Reckoning with Pinochet: The Memory Question in Democratic Chile, 1989–2006 (Latin
America Otherwise).

Pamela Watkins:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every
day to reading a reserve. The book Reckoning with Pinochet: The Memory Question in Democratic Chile,
1989–2006 (Latin America Otherwise) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended
this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book provides high quality.

Michelle Fulk:

You will get this Reckoning with Pinochet: The Memory Question in Democratic Chile, 1989–2006 (Latin
America Otherwise) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you



just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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