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The story of Jackie Robinson valiantly breaking baseball’s color barrier in 1947 is one that most Americans
know. But less recognized is the fact that some seventy years earlier, following the Civil War, baseball was
tenuously biracial and had the potential for a truly open game. How, then, did the game become so firmly
segregated that it required a trailblazer like Robinson? The answer, Ryan A. Swanson suggests, has
everything to do with the politics of “reconciliation” and a wish to avoid the issues of race that an integrated
game necessarily raised.
 
The history of baseball during Reconstruction, as Swanson tells it, is a story of lost opportunities. Thomas
Fitzgerald and Octavius Catto (a Philadelphia baseball tandem), for example, were poised to emerge as
pioneers of integration in the 1860s. Instead, the desire to create a “national game”—professional and
appealing to white Northerners and Southerners alike—trumped any movement toward civil rights. Focusing
on Philadelphia, Washington DC, and Richmond—three cities with large African American populations and
thriving baseball clubs—Swanson uncovers the origins of baseball’s segregation and the mechanics of its
implementation. An important piece of sports history, his work also offers a better understanding of
Reconstruction, race, and segregation in America.    
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From reader reviews:

Keith Barnett:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this When Baseball Went White:
Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime e-book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still hesitation When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National
Pastime as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Philip Kirkpatrick:

The book untitled When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National
Pastime contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read
the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Angel Sullivan:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction,
Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at
this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We
need to have When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National
Pastime.

Carmine Caulfield:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different
hobby. Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You
should know that reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide
you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
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