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"In an era of decreasing commitment to literacy . . . it is no surprise that most students, too, are bypassing
books." So wrote English teacher Jim Burke in a seminal letter to the San Francisco Chronicle-seminal
because of the astounding response that ensued when he invited readers to "write to my high school students
about your experiences with books, perhaps telling them what role books and literature have played in your
life." More than one thousand pages of letters came pouring in. The best are collected in this funny, poignant,
and inspiring book.

As poet Muriel Rukeyser wrote, "Our lives are not made up of atoms. They are made of stories," and here we
find plenty of them-stories from librarians and celebrities, nuns and felons, cattle ranchers and artists, second
graders and septuagenarians. Through their experiences, we become enveloped in a rich tapestry of life. And
isn't that the miracle of reading itself, its ability to inspire us across the full spectrum of humanity?

Each letter is preceded by an insightful quote from a famous person musing on the power of books. The
appendixes feature extensive lists of recommended books for all types of readers, including lists broken into
categories like "Ten Books We Should All Read Before Childhood Ends" and "Ten Books a Teenage Boy
Would Want to Read."
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Deschamps:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important usually. The book I Hear America Reading: Why We Read - What We Read was making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The reserve I Hear America Reading: Why We Read - What We Read is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book I Hear America
Reading: Why We Read - What We Read. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Chad Foster:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This I Hear America Reading: Why We Read -
What We Read is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Matthew Thompson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this I Hear America Reading: Why We Read - What We Read, you are able to tells your family, friends
and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Cindy Mattis:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is I Hear
America Reading: Why We Read - What We Read.
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