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No one knew the truths of slavery better than the slaves themselves, but no one consulted them until the
1930s. Then, recognizing that this generation of unique witnesses would soon be lost to history, the Works
Progress Administration's Federal Writers' Project acted to interview as many former slaves as possible. In a
continuation of the project's interest in the life histories of ordinary people, writers interviewed over two
thousand former slaves, over a third of them in Arkansas. These oral histories were first published in the
1970s in a thirty-nine-volume series organized by state, and they transformed America's understanding of
slavery. They have offered crucial evidence on a variety of other topics as well: the Civil War,
Reconstruction, agricultural practices, everyday life, and oral history itself. But some former Arkansas slaves
were interviewed in Texas, Oklahoma, and other states, so their narratives were published in those other
collections. And more than half of the testimonies in the Arkansas volume were interviews with people who
had moved to Arkansas after freedom. Folklorist George Lankford combed all of the state collections for the
testimonies properly belonging to Arkansas and deleted from this state's collection the testimony of later
migrants. This new collection brings together all 176 of the Arkansas slave narratives for the first time.
Lankford's introduction describes how the Arkansas Writer's Project worked. He also evaluates how twenty-
first-century readers might encounter the 1930s of interviews and the 1860s of memories. Challenges include
the facts that the interviews were transcribed in dialect and that the circumstances of the interviews,
includingthe race of the interviewers, might have shaped testimonies. Appendices include an alphabetical
index of the former slaves and a list matching interviewers with narrators, noting the race of the interviewers.
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From reader reviews:

Aimee Nguyen:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Bearing Witness: Memories of
Arkansas Slavery: Narratives from the 1930s Wpa Collections. All type of book is it possible to see on many
options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Dennis Stclair:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas
Slavery: Narratives from the 1930s Wpa Collections is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Deborah Martins:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery: Narratives from the 1930s Wpa
Collections book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer involving Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery: Narratives from
the 1930s Wpa Collections content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery: Narratives from the 1930s Wpa Collections is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Eleanor Abney:

Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery: Narratives from the 1930s Wpa Collections can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery: Narratives from the 1930s Wpa
Collections although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial considering.
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