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Can White parents teach their Black children African American culture and history? Can they impart to them
the survival skills necessary to survive in the racially stratified United States? Concerns over racial identity
have been at the center of controversies over transracial adoption since the 1970s, as questions continually
arise about whether White parents are capable of instilling a positive sense of African American identity in
their Black children. "[An] empathetic study of meanings of cross-racial adoption to adoptees" Law and
Politics Book Review, Vol. 11, No. 11, Nov. 2001 Through in-depth interviews with adult transracial
adoptees, as well as with social workers in adoption agencies, Sandra Patton, herself an adoptee, explores the
social construction of race, identity, gender, and family and the ways in which these interact with public
policy about adoption. Patton offers a compelling overview of the issues at stake in transracial adoption. She
discusses recent changes in adoption and social welfare policy which prohibit consideration of race in the
placement of children, as well as public policy definitions of "bad mothers" which can foster coerced aspects
of adoption, to show how the lives of transracial adoptees have been shaped by the policies of the U.S. child
welfare system. Neither an argument for nor against the practice of transracial adoption, BirthMarks seeks to
counter the dominant public view of this practice as a panacea to the so-called "epidemic" of illegitimacy and
the misfortune of infertility among the middle class with a more nuanced view that gives voice to those
directly involved, shedding light on the ways in which Black and multiracial adoptees articulate their own
identity experiences.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Williams:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Birthmarks:
Transracial Adoption in Contemporary America? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
its opinion or you have different opinion?

Dolores Wade:

The book Birthmarks: Transracial Adoption in Contemporary America can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Birthmarks:
Transracial Adoption in Contemporary America? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Birthmarks: Transracial Adoption in Contemporary America has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Katie Harper:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Birthmarks: Transracial Adoption in Contemporary America book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of
Birthmarks: Transracial Adoption in Contemporary America content conveys the idea easily to understand
by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So
, do you nonetheless thinking Birthmarks: Transracial Adoption in Contemporary America is not loveable to
be your top collection reading book?

Kenneth Garrison:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Birthmarks: Transracial Adoption in Contemporary America will give you a new experience in reading a
book.
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