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One of the most enduring and prolific American authors of the latter half of the twentieth century, John
Updike has long been recognized by critics for his importance as a social commentator. Yet, John Updike
and the Cold War is the first work to examine how Updike's views grew out of the defining context of
American culture in his time—the Cold War. Quentin Miller argues that because Updike's career began as
the Cold War was taking shape in the mid-1950s, the world he creates in his entire literary oeuvre—fiction,
poetry, and nonfiction prose—reflects the optimism and the anxiety of that decade.

Miller asserts that Updike's frequent use of Cold War tension as a metaphor for domestic life and as a
cultural reality that affects the psychological security of his characters reveals the inherent conflict of his
fictional world. Consequently, this conflict helps explain some of the problematic relationships and aimless
behavior of Updike's characters, as well as their struggles to attain spiritual meaning.

By examining Updike's entire career in light of the historical events that coincide with it, Miller shows how
important the early Cold War mind-set was to Updike's thinking and to the development of his fiction. The
changes in Updike's writing after the 1950s confirm the early Cold War era's influence on his ideology and
on his celebrated style. By the Cold War's end in the late 1980s, Updike's characters look back fondly to the
Eisenhower years, when their national identity seemed so easy to define in contrast to the Soviet Union. This
nostalgia begins as early as his writings in the 1960s, when the breakdown of an American consensus
disillusions Updike's characters and leaves them yearning for the less divisive 1950s.

While underscoring how essential history is to the study of literature, Miller demonstrates that Updike's
writing relies considerably on the growth of the global conflict that defined his time. Cogent and highly
readable, John Updike and the Cold War makes an important contribution to Updike scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Flores:

This John Updike and the Cold War: Drawing the Iron Curtain book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of John Updike and the Cold War: Drawing the Iron Curtain without we understand teach
the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry John Updike
and the Cold War: Drawing the Iron Curtain can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This John Updike
and the Cold War: Drawing the Iron Curtain having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Fannie Garcia:

Precisely why? Because this John Updike and the Cold War: Drawing the Iron Curtain is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Randolph Urban:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this John Updike and the Cold War:
Drawing the Iron Curtain guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question John Updike and
the Cold War: Drawing the Iron Curtain as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is
one publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Harold Fleming:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like John Updike and the



Cold War: Drawing the Iron Curtain which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.
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