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This remarkable book is the most ambitious work on mythology since that of the renowned Mircea Eliade,
who all but single-handedly invented the modern study of myth and religion. Focusing on the oldest
available texts, buttressed by data from archeology, comparative linguistics and human population genetics,
Michael Witzel reconstructs a single original African source for our collective myths, dating back some
100,000 years. Identifying features shared by this "Out of Africa" mythology and its northern Eurasian
offshoots, Witzel suggests that these common myths-recounted by the communities of the "African Eve"-are
the earliest evidence of ancient spirituality. Moreover these common features, Witzel shows, survive today in
all major religions. Witzel's book is an intellectual hand grenade that will doubtless generate considerable
excitement-and consternation-in the scholarly community. Indeed, everyone interested in mythology will
want to grapple with Witzel's extraordinary hypothesis about the spirituality of our common ancestors, and to
understand what it tells us about our modern cultures and the way they are linked at the deepest level.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Hurd:

This The Origins of the World's Mythologies book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular
The Origins of the World's Mythologies without we understand teach the one who looking at it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry The Origins of the World's Mythologies can bring
whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Origins of the World's Mythologies having fine arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Angela Harris:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Origins of the World's Mythologies, you may tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Carmel Smith:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Origins of the World's Mythologies can make you sense more
interested to read.

Ann Edwards:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Origins of the World's



Mythologies.
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