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Twilight of the Idols, or, How to Philosophize with a Hammer (German: Götzen-Dämmerung, oder, Wie
man mit dem Hammer philosophirt) is a book by Friedrich Nietzsche, written in 1888, and published in
1889.
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Maintaining cheerfulness in the midst of a gloomy task, fraught with immeasurable responsibility, is no
small feat; and yet what is needed more than cheerfulness? Nothing succeeds if prankishness has no part in
it. Excess strength alone is the proof of strength.

A revaluation of all values: this question mark, so black, so huge that it casts a shadow over the man who
puts it down — such a destiny of a task compels one to run into the sunlight at every opportunity to shake off
a heavy, all-too-heavy seriousness. Every means is proper to do this; every "case" is a case of luck.
Especially, war. War has always been the great wisdom of all spirits who have become too introspective, too
profound; even in a wound there is the power to heal. A maxim, the origin of which I withhold from
scholarly curiosity, has long been my motto:

Increscunt animi, virescit volnere virtus.

["The spirits increase, vigor grows through a wound."]

Another mode of convalescence (in certain situations even more to my liking) is sounding out idols. There
are more idols than realities in the world: that is my "evil eye" upon this world; that is also my "evil ear."
Finally to pose questions with a hammer, and sometimes to hear as a reply that famous hollow sound that can



only come from bloated entrails — what a delight for one who has ears even behind his ears, for me, an old
psychologist and pied piper before whom just that which would remain silent must finally speak out.

This essay — the title betrays it — is above all a recreation, a spot of sunshine, a leap sideways into the
idleness of a psychologist. Perhaps a new war, too? And are new idols sounded out? This little essay is a
great declaration of war; and regarding the sounding out of idols, this time they are not just idols of the age,
but eternal idols, which are here touched with a hammer as with a tuning fork: there are no idols that are
older, more assured, more puffed-up — and none more hollow. That does not prevent them from being those
in which people have the most faith; nor does one ever say "idol," especially not in the most distinguished
instance.

Turin, September 30, 1888, on the day when the first book of the Revaluation of All Values was completed.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crumrine:

The book Twilight of the Idols: How to Philosophize with a Hammer can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
Twilight of the Idols: How to Philosophize with a Hammer? Some of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Twilight of the Idols: How to Philosophize with a Hammer has simple
shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by
available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Heather Bencomo:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Twilight of the Idols: How to Philosophize with a
Hammer had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The guide Twilight of the Idols: How to Philosophize with a Hammer is not
only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Twilight of the
Idols: How to Philosophize with a Hammer. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Harley Campbell:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled Twilight of the Idols: How to Philosophize with a Hammer
can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Mary Linkous:

The reason? Because this Twilight of the Idols: How to Philosophize with a Hammer is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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