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Whether you call them kicks or sneakers, runners or gutties, you probably have a pair of athletic shoes in
your closet. The earliest sneakers debuted in the 1800s and weren't much more than a canvas upper and a
flexible sole made of a crazy new material—rubber. The stuff might have been new to Americans then, but
for thousands of years, the indigenous peoples of the Amazon Basin of South America had been using latex
made from the milky sap of hevea trees to protect their feet from rocks, sticks, and biting insects. Once
Charles Goodyear figured out how to make the stuff more durable, sneakers were here to stay.

Early sneakers were initially designed for elite athletes, but kids and teens quickly adopted them. Some of
the first brands included Converse, Brooks, and Saucony. German companies Adidas and Puma started up
during World War II. The Nike shoe debuted in the 1970s (with a bit of inspiration from a waffle iron). As
fitness crazes took off in the 1980s, people all over the world started buying the shoes for workouts and
everyday wear. At about the same time, companies began hiring high-profile athletes and pop stars for big-
dollar endorsements, and shoe sales soared into the stratosphere to the tune of billions of dollars each year.

In Sneaker Century, follow sneaker fashions and the larger-than-life personalities behind the best known
athletic shoe brands in history. Learn how teen sneakerheads became important style makers and drove the
success of NIKE, Inc., and other shoe companies. Look behind the scenes at the labor-intensive process of
manufacturing sneakers. Explore the sneaker frontier of the future—recycled shoes, earth-friendly initiatives,
and high-fashion statements. Get ready to speed through the Sneaker Century!
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From reader reviews:

Deana Smith:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Sneaker Century: A History of
Athletic Shoes (Nonfiction - Young Adult) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Evelyn Wiley:

The reserve with title Sneaker Century: A History of Athletic Shoes (Nonfiction - Young Adult) includes a
lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Diane McCarthy:

The reason? Because this Sneaker Century: A History of Athletic Shoes (Nonfiction - Young Adult) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Samuel Crader:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be
examine. Sneaker Century: A History of Athletic Shoes (Nonfiction - Young Adult) can be your answer as it
can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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