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From Kirkus Reviews: A friendly yet not uncritical biography of the secretary of state in the Lincoln and
Andrew Johnson Cabinets. Taylor--who chronicled his father's life in General Maxwell Taylor (1987)- -
offers neither much original scholarship nor a fresh approach, but writes smoothly and with balance. Why
did Seward, front-runner for the 1860 GOP presidential nomination, lose his party's nod to the relatively
unknown Lincoln, and why has he been so completely eclipsed by him since? Taylor depicts a politico
whose manifold talents were often undermined by his own ambiguity (even Seward admitted that he "found
myself an enigma to myself'). Intellectual, shrewd, diligent, convivial, and even charitable toward enemies,
Seward was also willing to trim his sails in pursuit of political objectives. Linking up with Albany political
boss Thurlow Weed, he worked ably for liberal causes as New York's governor and, later, in the Senate,
where he became leader of the antislavery faction. Losing his bid for the Presidency because of his alliance
with Weed and his statements about a "higher law' and "irrepressible conflict' with the South, Seward later
undercut his political base still further by meddling with other Cabinet members' business and clashing with
Radical Republicans during the Civil War and Reconstruction. Taylor does not fully explain why Seward
muted his opposition to slavery during the secession crisis in the hope of reconciling the South, and fails to
criticize Seward's mistakes adequately (e.g., saber-rattling gestures toward England and France that Lincoln
rightly rejected). Yet Taylor correctly praises him for keeping the South in diplomatic isolation, bucking up
the melancholy Lincoln's spirits, and having the vision to push through the initially scorned Alaska purchase
("Seward's Icebox'). An orthodox but sensible treatment of a dedicated politician-statesman who was
sometimes too clever and complex for his own good.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Grace:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book William Henry Seward: Lincoln's
Right Hand. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Joseph Sutton:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader
with their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them
is this William Henry Seward: Lincoln's Right Hand.

Corinne Parsons:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like William Henry Seward:
Lincoln's Right Hand which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Diane Walker:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That William Henry Seward: Lincoln's Right Hand can give you a lot
of friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have William Henry Seward: Lincoln's Right Hand.
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