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Although best known as a poet, Langston Hughes was also the author of two novels that richly evoke the
black experience in America. First published in 1930 and 1958, respectively, Not without Laughter and
Tambourines to Glory reflect the early and late vision of one of the twentieth century's most distinguished
men of letters. In his introduction to this combined edition of both novels, Dolan Hubbard addresses
Hughes's growing influence on American letters and reveals how a black aesthetic tradition shaped his art
and his imagination.

Hughes shows us how the discourse of black America informs and alters our understanding of cultural
history and of aesthetic values. In Not without Laughter, he movingly tells the story of a black boy growing
into manhood in a small Kansas town during the early twentieth century and his experiences with race,
family, school, work, music, and religion. His grandmother, a humble religious woman, struggles to keep her
family (living with her are two of her three daughters, one son-in-law, and her grandson) together, on the
meager income she earns by taking in washing.

Set in Harlem, the center of Hughes's spiritual universe, Tambourines to Glory is an urban folk melodrama
based on the black fusion of Christian hymns and spirituals with the blues. This comic novel captures the
spirit of newly transplanted southern blacks who bend the alien rhythms of the city to the gospel sound.

This volume of The Collected Works of Langston Hughes is a testament to a man whose life and writings
have had a profound influence on world literature and is proof that Hughes's immense talent embraced not
only poetry, but fiction as well.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The Novels: Not
Without Laughter and Tambourines to Glory (Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 4).

Robert Defazio:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book The Novels: Not Without Laughter and
Tambourines to Glory (Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 4) it is rather good to read. There are a lot
of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Francis Knapp:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually The Novels: Not Without Laughter and Tambourines to Glory (Collected Works of
Langston Hughes, Vol 4).

Joe Garner:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this



period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Novels: Not Without Laughter and Tambourines to Glory (Collected Works of Langston
Hughes, Vol 4) can make you sense more interested to read.
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