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When Margaret Lea opened the door to the past, what she confronted was her destiny.

All children mythologize their birth...So begins the prologue of reclusive author Vida Winter's collection of
stories, which are as famous for the mystery of the missing thirteenth tale as they are for the delight and
enchantment of the twelve that do exist.

The enigmatic Winter has spent six decades creating various outlandish life histories for herself -- all of them
inventions that have brought her fame and fortune but have kept her violent and tragic past a secret. Now old
and ailing, she at last wants to tell the truth about her extraordinary life. She summons biographer Margaret
Lea, a young woman for whom the secret of her own birth, hidden by those who loved her most, remains an
ever-present pain. Struck by a curious parallel between Miss Winter's story and her own, Margaret takes on
the commission.

As Vida disinters the life she meant to bury for good, Margaret is mesmerized. It is a tale of gothic
strangeness featuring the Angelfield family, including the beautiful and willful Isabelle, the feral twins
Adeline and Emmeline, a ghost, a governess, a topiary garden and a devastating fire.

Margaret succumbs to the power of Vida's storytelling but remains suspicious of the author's sincerity. She
demands the truth from Vida, and together they confront the ghosts that have haunted them while becoming,
finally, transformed by the truth themselves.

The Thirteenth Tale is a love letter to reading, a book for the feral reader in all of us, a return to that rich vein
of storytelling that our parents loved and that we loved as children. Diane Setterfield will keep you guessing,
make you wonder, move you to tears and laughter and, in the end, deposit you breathless yet satisfied back
upon the shore of your everyday life.
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From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

The book The Thirteenth Tale: A Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book The Thirteenth Tale: A
Novel? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Thirteenth Tale:
A Novel has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mildred Ralph:

The feeling that you get from The Thirteenth Tale: A Novel may be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but The Thirteenth Tale: A Novel giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author
of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this The Thirteenth Tale: A Novel instantly.

Gail Cote:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at
a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Thirteenth
Tale: A Novel which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Ronald Folk:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the The Thirteenth Tale: A Novel when you required it?
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