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Why are audiences so fascinated with heroes? What makes the idea of heroes so necessary in society? The
superhero has reached a level of popularity never witnessed before, making a successful and prolific transfer
from the comic book and graphic novel into the multi-million dollar blockbuster film. A number of films and
their sequels, including Spider Man, Batman, Batman Begins, Sin City, and X-Men represent only a handful
of examples that have attained unprecedented box-office success or cult status in recent years. This
collection of essays explores contemporary superhero narratives, including comic books and films, in a wider
mythic context. This is the first study to evaluate the social function of the super/hero in contemporary,
ancient and multiple media contexts, evaluating its continuities, transformations and cultural significance.
The exploration of issues and hero types across time, cultures and media will open up the possibilities of
hero studies across disciplines. This collection will be, in many respects, a prototype that will reveal the
limitless possibilities inherent in truly inter-disciplinary studies in this area. "This collection fills an
enormous gap in the study of popular culture and provides exactly what has been missing for too long-a
comparative heroism study, driven by close-grain analyses of a wide range of heroes from different national
cultures (comic book avengers, professional wrestlers, rock stars, anime heroines, Jesus) all animated by
theoretical frameworks that are both rigorous and lucidly articulated. The end result is a collection of
fascinating case studies which probe the popular appeal of the super/hero with an unprecedented degree of
insight." -Jim Collins, Professor of Film, Television, and Theatre, University of Notre Dame. "Holy smoke!
These essays offer a varied and engaging consideration of hero and superhero culture in a variety of
manifestations-from Greek heroes and truly 'super men', to anime characters, Mexican luchadors and gangsta
rappers. Reaching backwards with mythic, biblical and Jungian approaches to the heroic journey of mutation
and transformation, and forward into the role that diverse media platforms and generic hybridity play in the
evolution of superhero universes, this timely collection challenges what it means to be a Super/hero." -
Roberta Pearson, Professor and Director of the Institute of Film and Television Studies at the University of
Nottingham, and co-editor of The Many Lives of the Batman.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Super/Heroes: From Hercules to Superman
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

John Wannamaker:

This Super/Heroes: From Hercules to Superman are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Super/Heroes: From Hercules to Superman can be one of the great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with
information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Super/Heroes: From Hercules to Superman forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Johnnie Colby:

Beside that Super/Heroes: From Hercules to Superman in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Super/Heroes: From Hercules to Superman because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
often have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Glenn Connelly:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Super/Heroes: From Hercules to Superman was filled in relation to science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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