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Ambitious entrepreneurs, isthmian politicians, and mercenaries who dramatically altered Central America's
political culture, economies, and even its traditional social values populate this lively story of a generation of
North and Central Americans and their roles in the transformation of Central America from the late
nineteenth century until the onset of the Depression. The Banana Men is a study of modernization, its
benefits, and its often frightful costs.
The colorful characters in this study are fascinating, if not always admirable. Sam "the Banana Man"
Zemurray, a Bessarabian Jewish immigrant, made a fortune in Honduran bananas after he got into the
business of "revolutin," and his exploits are now legendary. His hired mercenary Lee Christmas, a bellicose
Mississippian, made a reputation in Honduras as a man who could use a weapon. The supporting cast
includes Minor Keith, a railroad builder and banana baron; Manuel Bonilla, the Honduran mulatto whose
cause Zemurray subsidized; and Jose Santos Zelaya, who ruled Nicaragua from 1893 to 1910.
The political and social turmoil of the modern Central America cannot be understood without reference to
the fifty-year epoch in which the United States imposed its political and economic influence on vulnerable
Central American societies. The predicament of Central Americans today, as isthmian peoples know, is
rooted in their past, and North Americans have had a great deal to do with the shaping of their history, for
better or worse.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Linton:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The
Banana Men: American Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central America, 1880-1930 suitable to you?
Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled The Banana Men: American
Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central America, 1880-1930is the one of several books this everyone read
now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Kirk Qualls:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day long to reading a reserve. The book The Banana Men: American Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in
Central America, 1880-1930 it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book offers high quality.

Joyce Francois:

You may get this The Banana Men: American Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central America, 1880-
1930 by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but also can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.

Stanley Cooper:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book The Banana Men: American Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central America, 1880-1930
we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must choose



to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life with that book The Banana Men: American Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central America,
1880-1930. You can more inviting than now.
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