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The expansionist Japanese empire annexed the inhabited archipelago of Palau in 1914. The airbase built on
Peleliu Island became a target for attack by the United States in World War II. The Battle over Peleliu offers
an ethnographic study of how Palau and Peleliu were transformed by warring great powers and further
explores how their conflict is remembered differently by the three peoples who shared that experience.

 

Author Stephen C. Murray uses oral histories from Peleliu’s elders to reconstruct the island’s prewar way of
life, offering a fascinating explanation of the role of land and place in island culture. To Palauans, history is
conceived geographically, not chronologically. Land and landmarks are both the substance of history and the
mnemonic triggers that recall the past. Murray then offers a detailed account of the 1944 US invasion against
entrenched Japanese forces on Peleliu, a seventy-four-day campaign that razed villages, farms, ancestral
cemeteries, beaches, and forests, and with them, many of the key nodes of memory and identity.

 

Murray also explores how Islanders’ memories of the battle as shattering their way of life differ radically
from the ways Japanese and Americans remember the engagement in their histories, memoirs, fiction,
monuments, and tours of Peleliu. Determination to retrieve the remains of 11,000 Japanese soldiers from the
caves of Peleliu has driven high-profile civic groups from across the Japanese political spectrum to the
island. Contemporary Japan continues to debate pacifist, right-wing apologist, and other interpretations of its
aggression in Asia and the Pacific. These disputes are exported to Peleliu, and subtly frame how Japanese
commemoration portrays the battle in stone and ritual. Americans, victors in the battle, return to the
archipelago in far fewer numbers. For them, the conflict remains controversial but is most often submerged
into the narrative of “the good war.”

 

The Battle over Peleliu is a study of public memory, and the ways three peoples swept up in conflict struggle
to create a common understanding of the tragedy they share.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Wing:

This The Battle over Peleliu: Islander, Japanese, and American Memories of War (War, Memory, and
Culture) are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Battle over
Peleliu: Islander, Japanese, and American Memories of War (War, Memory, and Culture) can be one of
many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual
with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Battle over
Peleliu: Islander, Japanese, and American Memories of War (War, Memory, and Culture) giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Mark Guerrero:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Battle over Peleliu: Islander, Japanese, and American Memories of War (War, Memory, and Culture), it is
possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Sherry Nicholson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the publication untitled The Battle over Peleliu: Islander, Japanese, and
American Memories of War (War, Memory, and Culture) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Richard Starkes:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of



book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Battle over Peleliu: Islander, Japanese, and American Memories of War (War, Memory, and
Culture) offer you a new experience in studying a book.
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