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A profligate son was every Georgian parent’s worst nightmare. To his father, William Jackson’s imprudent
spending, incessant partying, and sexual adventures were a sure sign he was on the slippery slope to ruin. But
to his friends, William was a “damned good fellow,” a charming, impeccably dressed young gentleman with
enviable seductive skills who was willing to defend his honor in duels. Mr. Jackson and his son viewed each
other across a generational gap that neither could bridge, and their flawed relationship had catastrophic
consequences for their family.

In The Profligate Son, historian Nicola Phillips hauntingly reconstructs this family tragedy from a recently
discovered trove of letters and court documents. After Mr. Jackson’s acquisition of a fortune during his
service for the East India Company in Madras was undermined by false accusations that ruined his career, he
invested all his future ambitions in his only son. William grew up in great comfort and was sent to the best
schools in the country. But when the family moved to London, the teenager rebelled against the loneliness
and often brutal regimes of public schooling and escaped to explore the pleasures of the town with his
wealthy friends. His attempts to impress his peers led him into disastrous levels of debt that resulted in his
imprisonment and ever more illegal efforts to satisfy his creditors, which appalled his prudent, sternly
moralistic father. Mr. Jackson decided that the only way to combat his son’s wayward behavior was to
completely cut him off. In doing so, he condemned William to repeated imprisonment and a perilous voyage
to an Australian penal colony. In Sydney William sought to rebuild his life with a family of his own, but
even there his father’s legacy brought further tragedy.

A masterpiece of literary nonfiction as dramatic as any Dickens novel, The Profligate Son transports readers
from the steamy streets of India and the elegant squares and seedy brothels of London to the sunbaked shores
of Australia, tracing the arc of a life long buried in history.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Weston:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Profligate Son: Or, A True Story of Family Conflict,
Fashionable Vice, and Financial Ruin in Regency Britain. Try to face the book The Profligate Son: Or, A
True Story of Family Conflict, Fashionable Vice, and Financial Ruin in Regency Britain as your pal. It
means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Kathryn Sheffield:

The publication untitled The Profligate Son: Or, A True Story of Family Conflict, Fashionable Vice, and
Financial Ruin in Regency Britain is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of
the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so
the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The
Profligate Son: Or, A True Story of Family Conflict, Fashionable Vice, and Financial Ruin in Regency
Britain from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Amanda Dell:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have read.
In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Profligate Son: Or,
A True Story of Family Conflict, Fashionable Vice, and Financial Ruin in Regency Britain provide you with
a new experience in examining a book.

Lorenza Jones:

You may get this The Profligate Son: Or, A True Story of Family Conflict, Fashionable Vice, and Financial
Ruin in Regency Britain by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your
solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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